


STATEMENT OF INTENT OF SELECTMEN IN SEEKING THIS ORDINANCE

State law allows the Selectmen to accept, without vote of the town meeting, only gifts of
money made (1) to supplement an appropriation already made, (2) to reduce the amount
of the tax commitment, or (3) to pay down the town’s permanent debt. Adoption of this
article would allow the Selectmen to accept gifts of money or services, or in-kind gifts for
a specific purpose beyond those three just listed, so long as the gift is not made in trust or
on some condition other than on condition that it be used for the stated purpose for which
it is given. With this ordinance (but subject to its $1000.00 value limit per gift) the
Selectmen could accept the following kinds of gifts (these are just examples): (1) a coupie
of gallons of paint to freshen the inteior of a room in the town hall, (2) a painter’s
volunteered services to do the painting;(3) an accountant’s voluntary offer to do a monthly
bank statement reconciliation for the town; (4) a donation of furniture or other furnishings
for the town office. Ther purpose of the ordinance is to facilitate acceptance of relatively
small gifts so that special town meetings will not have to be called to enable donors to
complete their gift transactions, and to avoid having to list them all out on the annual
meeting or annual budget meeting warrant.



